And now, a word about politics

Wait! Come back! We just want you to know that several ETC women'’s group
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and cooperative members were elected to public office in 2017. Pictured here

is Chandra Mayi Thami, now a Ward Member of Kalinchowk Rural Municipality.
We are so proud of her and of the other candidates — those who won as well as
those who didn't, this time around at least. Your support of ETC’s in-depth work

with women in rural Nepal has made it
possible for them to gain the skills and
confidence necessary tolbecome more
actively involved in their communities.

Chandra Maya Thami (center), newly
elected Ward Member of Kalinchowk Rural
Municipality and Niko Thami WG member

The Pamela Carson Society

Named for ETC's founder, the Pamela
Carson Society honors those who
remember Educate the Children in
their will or estate plan. These legacy
gifts insure that ETC remains a life-
transforming catalyst in Nepal and
allow us to continue our important
work. To discuss a bequest to Educate
the Children, please contact us at
info@etc-nepal.org or 607-272-1176.
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Message from the Directors:

Although it has been nearly three years since the
devastating earthquakes of spring 2015, people
in rural Nepal are still living every day with the
aftermath. Most are still living in housing that was
never meant to be permanent, and many children
are still attending schools that are not nearly as
weatherproof or well-supplied as they ought to be —
as you can see by this photo of a classroom.

Students at Milijuli Lower Secondary School, Babare

Recovering from a major natural disaster is never a
quick or easy process. The villagers’ resilience and
determination have served them exceptionally well
as they strive, with ETC's support, to rebuild their
lives better than before. Here are a few of the many
highlights from 2016/17.

ETC's original mission was all about children’s
education, and after nearly 30 years we are still
committed to fostering better school experiences
for children in rural Nepal. We do this by
improving physical facilities, offering professional
development opportunities for teachers, organizing
enriching and fun extracurricular activities, and
of course supporting children from impoverished
families so that they can attend school.

« Our music therapy training for teachers was so
well-received in 2015/16 that we offered it again
in  2016/17. Thirty-five teachers participated
enthusiastically in this four-day training, led by
renowned musician and composer Pradeep
Bomjan. Participants learned to incorporate
musicand movementinto everyday lesson planning
and teaching, and for working with children
still experiencing stress and trauma due to the
earthquakes. One teacher, Binod Budhathoki of
Jalpeshwori Secondary School, said, “I am very
happy and thankful to have got this opportunity

to learn music through
Music Therapy Training
provided by ETC... Now,
I know how to create
a musical and joyful

while teaching”

« ETC launched and
supports Child Clubs at
thirteen schools. These
groups provide leadership
opportunities for interested
students and sponsor a variety of extracurricular
activities such as volleyball and art competitions,
school garden cultivation, and cultural events.

Warm up session at music
therapy training, Singhati

ETC's women’s empowerment program activities
help marginalized women make better lives for
themselves and their families. With broader skills
and knowledge, and the accompanying confidence
boost, women earn more money and take more
active roles in their communities.

+ As of June 30, 2017, each of our 46 women’s
groups controlled an average of over $1,000 in
microcredit funds - a truly large amount of money
in rural Nepal. This money is loaned out to and
repaid by group members, at reasonable rates.
The average loan amount in 2016/17 was $82, and
most were for income-generating purposes such as
market gardening or livestock farming enterprises.

’

« ETC publicly celebrated women’s and girls
achievements at International Literacy Day
(September 2016) and International Women's
Day (March 2017). Activities included speeches,
singing and dancing, and games. Total attendance
at both events was about 1,800, with themes
related to women’s rights as humans and the
importance of equal access to education for girls.

Women s group members participating in a game
during International Women's Day, 2017

Newsletter &
FY 2016-17
Annual Report

Better nutrition and food security are at the heart
of ETC's sustainable agricultural development
program activities. We provide resources (tools,
seeds/seedlings) and training in both horticultural
and livestock farming. Any of our 973 women's
group members can choose to participate in any of
the trainings, and every single one of them received
kitchen garden supplies for herself. The knowledge
and skills they gain are shared among family
members and neighbors, to the direct benefit of
whole communities.

« ETC helped women
learn to grow greater
quantities of nutritious
standard crops such
as beans, cauliflower,
and spinach. We also
provided training and
resourcesforcultivation
of more specialized
and high-value crops. Our agricultural staff
specialists distributed more than 20,000 cardamom
plants and lemon tree seedlings.

Cardamom saplings
distribution, Lapilang

+ Small livestock farming continues to be both
popular and profitable. ETC offered practical
training for women seeking to raise poultry or
goats; total attendance was 309. For the women
who raised and sold goats, their average income
was $108 - representing a 25% or more increase
over the typical household income level!

If you haven't seen it already, please visit our lovely
redesigned website. All photos throughout were
taken by our staff and board members. We've
recently added a few more to the gallery on the
Photos and Publications page (under About).

As always, we thank you very much for your
continued interest in ETC. Please feel free to write
to director@etc-nepal.org if you have questions or
comments about this annual report.

Regards,
(P \
/
Mira Rana, Lisa Lyons,
Director, ETC-Nepal U.S. Director
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ETC Financial Summary 2016-17 (FISCALYEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2017)
Net Assets (6/30/17) « $256,627 Expenses® « $343,613

Program* - $288,083
(Nepal 5269,181, salary/taxes 512,502, other 56,400)

Management/general « $11,549
(salary/payroll taxes 58,174, other $3,375)

Fundraising « $43,981
(salary/payroll taxes 527,409, other 516,572)

Revenue' . $281,547
Unrestricted + $196,878
Temporarily restricted?« $3,730
Restricted/grant revenue « $80,939

' Well over 600 individuals, foundations, corporations, civic/religious organizations, and other donors contributed to ETC's revenue
for FY16/17. As some donors give anonymously via workplace giving programs and other means, this is a conservative estimate.

2 Funds raised during FY16/17 that are intended for use in a future year.

3“Other” includes postage, printing, credit card transaction and bank fees, telephone/communications, pledge write-offs, public
relations, auditing and bookkeeping fees, program and office supplies, and miscellaneous expenses.

4 Program expenses look particularly high compared to revenue because we sent significant funds to Nepal that were raised in
prior years (primarily quake/rebuilding funds).

*NOTE: Not included in these figures is $152,185 received and transferred to dedication of the
Nepal under an MOU with Advocates for Human Rights, used for ETC's support AHR-sponsored

of AHR’s school in Palubari, and for the school’s own operations. Sankhufpalubari == 0]
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